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Abstract Aerosols significantly impact air quality, public health, and climate. Long-term anal-
ysis of aerosol loading trends is essential for understanding changes in air quality and climate,
and informing regulatory policies. This study analyzes long-term Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD)
trends across Asia using data from the Aerosol Robotic Network (AERONET), a global ground-
based remote sensing network for aerosol optical properties. Observations from 56 stations
across 21 countries in East, Southeast, South, and Central Asia (1998~2024) were deseasonal-
ized and analyzed via linear regression. Unlike previous studies focused on total AOD, this
study separately examines Fine-mode and Coarse-mode AOD (FAOD and CAOD) to distin-
guish anthropogenic aerosol contributions from dust and integrates analyses of absorption prop-
erties, including Single Scattering Albedo (SSA), and aerosol type. Overall, both FAOD and
CAOD exhibit decreasing trends across Asia. The FAOD decrease is most pronounced in East
Asia, reaching up to —7% yr ', likely attributable to air pollution control policies. Several sta-
tions also show a shift from Black Carbon to Non-Absorbing aerosol dominance, accompanied
by increasing SSA. The CAOD decrease is dominant in South Asia, reaching up to 6% yr,
driven primarily by a reduction in Asian dust frequency. In contrast, FAOD in South Asia shows
an increasing trend, potentially linked to meteorological factors. These findings demonstrate that
regional aerosol trends are governed by the combined influence of local environmental condi-
tions, air quality policies, and meteorological variability, all of which must be considered in
future analyses.
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dejEEe di7ld 3 35 B4, 223 715 |
st 7kA] e BHgdE ZHa Ith(Charlson et al.,
1992; Brauer et al., 2016). 53] fine particulate matter
(PM)oletal BeEle 22 A7]9 oo]R2ES 77}l
2172 9] 93-S Frh(van Donkelaar et al., 2015).
A A B2EY FA A2 t71E] T Rl
oftzl, A4l A& FHH 7% W3t AFdE T8
gk 7|9to] "t} & Ao doj2E wiETel ¥
£ ofrJole] A7|7F olo]ZE 38t Zlo](aerosol optical
depth, AOD)2] A4S HA 5191t}

AODE ®I9A $19] 37171% W9 ool &o] o
g BARUAS] ) FFE ehls Begow, o)
7] L9 AxZE SEHTHGui et al, 2022). AODE
A7 ZAske ol A A% 443 94 94

F=o] ok A 71t " A= A B BAL
23S Ed AODE E&3l= Wb, YA 24& x|+
AFES WHYRY 7] el 2= HAL
2o AXF ] 23T 94 94 B2 =4 F
7F W7t Yitke o] IR, A Ee) ooj7E &
Aol i3k 2o 71 &3t A7 Utk A
27 A= AYF X dA7 o, o FE3
ol=E F3 EAL AT & 7ol A 94 &

= 2892l ©v]= NASA®2] Aecrosol Robotic Network
(AERONET)S &-8-3}3t}. AERONETL o|oj2% 3
g 54 BARE AlFdte AsshE A w5 AR
A AT Y| EY Fo]th(Holben et al., 1998). 2 A A2
o7 We AZ540] AU E ALK HoHE B
fratal o, 3 Al Y E Helth 2 <
TollX= AERONET AR E o] &3l ofrJo} A4 9] m]
M YA (fine-mode)$} =t YA} (coarse-mode) AOD F
AE Zelste] E4e%len, F7t2 ddiadu e
(single scattering albedo, SSA)S] A&} o2& F
Q ¥ztE FE 5 54 HsE glsiith

A4 2 4 974 A= AOD A7 FAE B
o] 3Y=o] YT}, Yoon et al. (2016), Ningombam
et al. (2019), Shin et al. (2022), Zhang et al. (2025)
© AERONETS o]£3] A7]7F AODS A4S B4
Stk 3 Gupta et al. (2022)Z Gupta et al.
2023y 9143 94 #F A8E I L&A
AODS} Tl Eo] §X2EE 2|4 (angstrom exponent, AE;
Shin et al.,, 2022; Zhang et al., 2025)2} SSA (Zhang
et al,, 2025) 2 F3F EAE FAo &E&HAR
2t A71e] & Fst Zlole] WsE EA A
T+ AsHHo]tH(Yan et al., 2021; Shin et al., 2022;
Gupta et al., 2023; Luo et al., 2024). 914 #= A7
£ T AToRE shEste] ALk mAldAt gz

sh=7)4kets] gl7] #1363 23 (2026)

bo}alo} oflo} 2% %8} Role] 7] FA] B4

AR AODY] FA| EAE L oL} dojzE
3ol WsrtA] #EEA = Keth(Yan et al, 2021;
Zang et al., 2023; Luo et al., 2024). A =271 AOD
FAl, SSA FA, dloj2E /7 WstE FRHoE
A A3e obF FE v glok & AFex=
AERONET ZAEE o]&ste] o] Al 7IAE FFFH L
2 AT EHN o2F T 549 tApdA |©
st oS 2BHOE A3

22 A7)0 wet rlAl At AR Y
Fed, 2UgAE 28 WA (dust), Z7HF, S1E ¢
b T T2 AA YA EHER AAEY e,
oA R o 22 mAYgaE Ay &%, vko] ol
2 AL, 2] 7] 24, 7IA AR e AbsiA el 9
3 A== 23} dlo]2&3 F#o] tk(Shin et al.,
2022). dloj=ZZe] YA} =7] wE7F 2-8-(bimodal) T
Z#h= A8 53l AODZHE fine-mode AOD (FAOD)
9} coarse-mode AOD (CAOD)Z EF T 4 Aot
(O’Neill et al., 2003). Z2]¥ 7> AODE °|&3 4
WAl wAET o 22 ARl oo 2F 8 FAE
A&& 4 Atk AODOIA FAODS] Hl&S UERl=
Fine-Mode Fraction (FMF)& <1914 o|o] 223} =}
2 ooj2Eg FHste ol 8¢ A Eo|th(Bellouin
et al., 2005). Bellouin et al. (2005)°] W= <1$]%]
NAZEZL HAIYAL BHlFe] EoH, AAH ooz
2 ZUYAF vlFo] =0, Quaas et al. (2022)°]4]
© FAOD®] FAI7F &4t wstel g7hd o= of &
AR BES Holm mAfdAls Q1914 doj==
o] ARE i IS YRl ¥ B 1%
H3lo] oo]2ZFo] 7 A= FFS B feix=
AA ez FatolM AA oozt A
delzze] Relr} Wasth g B Apole
18] A7 (Bellouin et al., 2005; Quaas et al., 2022)°]|
7|Rkete] Q1914 ool REH AFAF dojRE: FatE
7}72t FAODS} CAODE 7V4ake] HA6kqitt.

mAl 4R EY JAhE JANH (A AA) ool =E9]
ARZ AMS3eE W2 As) AfelA BEEH
Z85o] $tH(Chung et al., 2005; Kaufman et al.,
2005; Lee and Chung, 2013; Li et al., 2020). Chung
et al. 200572 914 olel2E A BAF A 3
Aol B34S 48k FgolA, MODISS] CAOD
E AAA dejRER b ste e RxAo=
28319t Li et al. (2020)914 % Bellouin et al.
(2005)0ll =713ke] FMFE 2194 ooj2Z9) X ¥ =
AH&-5+91 T Kaufman et al. (2005) B3, 21913 oo
2EH AAA oloj2F0] A RES} 2 RE9
Hl &4 & Zpo]7h Bels WA skATk o] 23t
71 E&4aAdo] EA3tE Chung et al. (2005)=
FAE AR S E A A mlAl dAE EFeka
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U7] Wizl 2 YARES AAF oolRERE 7
sk 780l A A dlojRE Fate] B4 FHE F
eths S PAET 2R e A 9
ol2F Hl& g omeke & & vk Lee and
Chung (2013)°14 % <194 oo 2Z2] A EE FAOD
E AREE oY, Y SAF Ak Al Zow,
A B dojREF GAHFS AHE SollA A
Aoz AT 4= AT, IWkH oz 9z} A7l u}
2} 1914 EE AdA delRER ERES dFst
%t} Kaufman et al. (2005)= o|#3 714 o] B3k

A1 MODIS2] FAOD®} CAOD 2] 58& ©]g3l <
A ooZE vlES FAsIeH, o] WY £
Ade o 130%U S AT

dqAZE 48 EF= A% 719y EFHE A
£3th. AERONET 285 &85 dAIgE 71wke] o
ANZE §8 BF WS 55 U] St Eck et
al. (1999)7 Gobbi et al. (2007y& AOD, AE 2 =1
34 JES o]8ste] nloloms Ah TA] 9 4
A doZE, FAke} 2 F8 dAZE §FY F
std EXS B3 Lee et al. (2010)2 SSA,
FMFS &-83}o] el (black carbon, BC), HI A
o] ZZ(non-absorbing, NA), FAHdust)E T3 &
AZHS AFsIAT. Cazorla et al. (2013)3} Cappa et
al. (2016)2 S5 9 2HF AES 83 78 WIS
F7bE WAAZ oW Shin et al. 2019y YA} A&
GEFEY SSAE &&3 7+E WS A
2 Afdx e, deds AUEE A Lee et al
(2010) HRES AH&ste] FES ERFUTH

olrJol= AHubA o 2 FAODS} CAOD =% 7H4 &
A& Ro|&H, FAODE Folrolor & HAE U
EFthel, Zhang et al., 2025). o]= 7] 24 =2

W ZE A 3 Ald) o] F ooj2Fo] ATk Al
& Aol mEt 87 Ao S AR AT
% AT(Uno et al., 2020; Xie and Liao, 2022; Gao
et al.,, 2023; Kim et al., 2023; Chen et al., 2024; Fan
et al, 2025). H=gk A FEFAA ool A=
CAOD 727} S8l Yelskeh, 34, oo} w3
Aol E BC f30] Fo 74 ololzE:E e
53], &8 54 201592 HMFE BCA NA
2o] W3}, FAODS] 72 3 SSAS] 7k ES

¥ F3o] DustollA] BCOZ AE 9% #=0e
FAOD2] =7}, CAOD2] Z4, SSAQ| 7H4A7F yeht
3 Wkl dXshs A FFE BT CAODS}
FAODE Hlxg& o, 22 vt 92 A9 v
FolE B o]& T3l o2& ¥ WEdol
AT zF =7ke] AGAQL 33 B 71 3

gl

o
wo r-
r
4
)

2 M2 U WY

2.1 AERONET

AERONET (Holben et al., 1998)2 A AAZ oz
X A HS BEA A5 YEYAER, dloj2E
et B4 3 ARE ATt A7 oy A9
o] #AFE Fal 717 Az AEAR] vlolHE Al
33l 23 le], AOD®] 717 FA| Ao ARg-st
21th. AERONET-S 340, 380, 440, 500, 675, 870,
1,020, 1,640 nmE F 394 158 7HAoz =H s}
(Giles et al., 2019). 9J4F4 (inversion, INV) A& AMZ
< 9% SIAEA s BAF 4L INZE o=
27 3K(Sinyuk et al,, 2020). A& 23 TE AOD
o} SSAd thal zHzb 0.010~0.021, 0.0322 =& 3
& HoFEr) old, Hloly F&o| wat Al 7HA|
gillo] digh 257t A FETh Level 1.0, Level 1.5,
Level 2.0 2t7F AR AW A5, AAIZE A5 5
AA G 7171 o) e AE, F4 ¥ % HRA
o] 481 A5=S Yehdth Level 2.0 #A57F 7H3
Fdo] BAEo] Jou 27 7t Ao A4 AR
£ Level 1.55 AM&-31it).

B Ao Version 3 Level 2.0 £33 2] (spectral
deconvolution algorithm, SDA) AF5.9} Level 1.5 94t
A 2AAEE AR B3 2] A 0lA 500 nmollA]
°] FAOD®} CAODE AHg-3t] AODS] FAHE &4
shATh 4k AkZ oA = 440 nmollA 2] SSA, 440
nm 2 675 nmolA ¢l AOD, YA} ¥y =7 E¥X =
283l SSAS] FA, o2 §F 9 YA A7) &
Zo W3lE B4t B3 g dxElEelA
AODE FAODS} CAODZE HZETHONeill et al.,
2003). ol= 5748 WA AAZE AHEsh=s Flo]
ofHe}, dloj2E YA} A7) FE7F A8 T2 (bimodal)
2= ol 7vkel Fetd o g Fojdt). 2 RE9]
ZHEY W37} gl tial] AP o2 FH A olH,
A 2 EY Wyt 2 vA BEof o3 A=
ths de &8st Edn. 9gxF v 327] 22
= 0.05~15 um Bl 22 74402 22719] bin
oA Al FE .

7 MAL] AERONET #HZ4 5, 10°S ©]/F 50°N
o3l ¥ 65°E ©]AF 155°E ol3tll Y3k, 20113
o]FZ 6d o] HolHE B3 56719 ofrlol &
S5 BT A A5AE Yoo 23,
FolAo} 273, FHolAlol 183%, HolAlo} 9F o=
Fig. S1oM gl = 9lrt.

2.2 ERA5
ERAS (Hersbach et al., 2023a, 2023b)= ECMWEF°l|
A Ageke AR ARz, A% 58 78S B
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136 Ag AA B ARE /|WHOE % obAlo} o] 23 B3} Zdo]9] 47] FA] 24

A AAL] 2 A5 #EF X }:Li% 7&%‘6}0% e
255 Al Fgh. ERAS ZHE**
AEE 025° x 025°2 A
AEE A7kt o= 1000 hPa‘j 1 1 hPa
MR 3709 714X e AR E AlFeth FUHE,
T F7 ANER AIZHE AEE e €9
ARE AFEL AFEHe AFE F, 719E €37
9 A7 AR A FE AEE o] &3t
A7 717EE 200085 E 2024302, YEF AR
= ZAAmt) 800 hPat-E] 1,000 hPaZbA] 25 hPa 7F
2] 97 719 ZFE(800, 825, 850, 875, 900, 925,
950, 975, 1,000 hPa)E 4t& H3f 1,000-800 hPa 7]
4 ﬂ#%koi 74140}04 Aol &gt A%t
W zlg9] 79 800 hPat-El 1,000 hpavm 50 hPa
749 57 71E AFE(800, 850, 900, 950, 1,000
hPa)E Ats 3te] 249313 800014 1,000 hPa
7} 25 hPa ZVA o2 7|9 AR 7} 9oL}, Al7HH
2t29] =7)7F A 50 hPa 7HE 0.2 AF&-3A T}
1,000-800 hPa 71¢} = A4 4] $=9] Yo Al
Agel sl zt 7:‘2}* oAA 1A AE IJHE H&3)
o A7) FAE F439t € D2 ALk 39
71&71el 125 +o}<r] A7 H3kE (% yrHE SHbet
Atk T3 1,000-800 hPa 71%t = Hd A &7}
Alﬂ HZ 80%S ZIsh= Al 75 AEE Alkls)
Atk zF AR L] d AAE] dial 12k Ad 3]
;qe A gsto] AFe A Wwe] A7) FAE 4
StAth AlIZHE A5 E Ao nE A7 A8 F
= 8,76071 (365 x 24A]7P)O]U% AR A1ZF SRl
\‘416* HEE e 5 glov, 2 A
) ¥ (count) = /\]-4‘101-2113]-.

2.3 Linear Regression
FAE F457] S8l 13 Ad AR E AR
T} AOD®| AEZ ¥HEHS ﬁ*ﬁ}o}z o A3k

=

(

FAE AXel7] 98l Li et al. (2014)8] WS AL
e}, 53] o]e] #AZo] o] Fof7l ol thEk 9 F
Farel 8/ o A= slol tiEl, € TRk A
& WO E AW S AAkeh 20114 o] F
2 699 AP %}% %oh e HFLe] A
o+ S ARl 13 A 3 FAE ARkt Z4
P HER E%ﬂé}ﬂ %9&0111 9ol Ha A= 3
F 7S S5 XS A5 T 713k A8E

A28}, 3712 Mann-Kendall 7% (Mann,
1945; Kendall, 1948)S -8 42 A4 24
< BRI

2.4 Mann-Kendall test
Mann-Kendall test= A&9] ©hx
k=717

Feks] 7] #1367 23 (2026)

A oJBE _ILJ‘—]H_—O},___ B2 FA EAAH =2 HldHo)
O ARl 5 BEE BEA S oA} 2
A= 2-g-o] 7Fssith= 3ol 2tk Mann-Kendall
test Al4F 8- o3} Aot

Szgisgn(Xj—Xi) (1)

i=1 j=i+l

Xe AR, n2 AR S vepdth o714 sgn
X - X bl w4, 02 W 0, &4 W 1S
H}ﬁ}ffh:]-
+1if X, - X, >0
sgn(X; - X,)=4 0if X,-X,=0 @)
~1if X, - X,<0
1 q
V(S)=15 n(n-1)(2n+5)-1,(1,~1)(2t,+5)| 3)
p=1
51 i 550
J(5)
Z=40 if $=0 “)
SH irg<0

W (s)

AR M= Az 22 }(variance)—O— o|m| &},
O]EH g= A= Ak 7HT°].L e AFRE A
W A gete) A2 shelnt Az AN )
196 °1’dd me 95% A 7M FA7E S,
165 o134 w= 90% =7 el FA7F AE2
yepdth ZE o] &3l Al4ket p-valueZt 0.1 0]8]-0 )

90% A1 ZF7H A FAE AFe 5= Aot B Ao
= 90% A Z]|F7Fol A p-valueZ} 0.1 ©]3Fd WH, -
ou|gt FAH7F JTha Btk B A3 542 )
H IS4 JUs FA 327 FHo] ofd XY
B ] FA] wERg A Fetolt) ol S8 &
4 A4 7EE 9A A7) #F 9102 HA3)
] ool BAA EFAo] EAT Ut ot
FAA BEAEE 83, p-value < 0.05 F& A,
frojst #AZATT HojA A A4 W] d
A& Brksl7] o 7] wiiEe] 4480 7120 0.05
Hot ¢sld 0.1 Fod 712 AP Et

25 00|ZE 7Y 27 4H
TA Q] doj2E 78 EFE Y3l SSA9} FMF
2 83 oo]E=S BC, NA, Dust®2 7233tk



(Lee et al., 2010). Lee et al. (2010) o2& F38
£ 9L 440 nme] SSA®F 550 nme] FMFE A&
3ltl. AERONET INV AHE+E 550 nm FMFE A%
3HA] 7] W&ol AEZ ©]&3] 550 nme AODE A
2¥ksted 550 nm FMFE &3t} dloj2& 3 +
B oS3} 7tk FMEZF 0.4 B]9ke] 3 SSA7F 0.95
o]kl 7%= Dust, SSA7} 0.95 232 A$-= vA
(uncertain)©| T}, g2 A B4 2F52] 0.3%%E A
o] Yeh}A gttty gtk T o2 FMF7} 04 ©]
0.6 o3kl A9+ EFE Mixture)o|TF. FMF7}
0.6 2ol SSA7F 0.95 279 BFYS NA, SSA7}
0.95 ©]3}2] EFJ-& BColth BCE Al&33te] SSA
7} 0.85 ©)3tY W& highly absorbing (HA), 0.85 %
2 0.90 ©]3tY W= moderately absorbing (MA), 0.90
Z3 0.95 ©|5tYd W= slightly absorbing (SA)Z &
F& 7 Ut B F50] A 2UYAE Dust,
23 & F A dAbE BC, 33 F4A4 0]
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9,
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12
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o
X
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B>
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< HAh(Fig. 1). 24l 283 567l =4 F 39
N4 FAOD 74 FAI7} A=l ow, 53] &
ofrJo} XA o] M7} FEHZITE 90% A1F]

ZrollA freldk A2 1ol 2004 5 167147 Bo
Alofol] &3l Qdtt. g=, F=, ¥ FAOD %
o] Ao g Eow Bl Z7|7k] ZAx
A FAE Hola glon, e tE F7HERY
S FAOD HIge HoldM =, A7|Hoz ot
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Fig. 1. The trend of fine-mode Aerosol Optical Depth

(AFAOD yr™"). The magenta line on the circle indicates that

the p-value of that trend is below 0.1.
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A
FoJA 3L YFE AlAFSHTE. Folrole] FAOD e
7l e =2 wiE A A AN AHE
A7}, $=+2 Air Pollution Prevention and Control
Action Plan (2013~2017)2} Three-year Blue-sky Action
Plan (2018~2020) Ao & 2013 E] 20207k
SO+ NO, WiEo| ZH2F 70%, 28% 72481 tH(Chen
et al, 2024). =] WIS e S5 U o=
Zo] AR ol o™ (Uno et al, 2020; Xie and
Liao, 2022; Gao et al., 2023; Chen et al., 2024; Fan
et al,, 2025), F3t5 AN T3 L&A 9] oo
2ZE A% o]EUtH(Uno et al., 2020; Xie and Liao,
2022). k=2 20059FE 7] 42 29 EF &
d A Ao, 200035 E 2018374 =t
9] Clean Air Policy Support System Hj& % ¢l E2]
2 B3] BAsAS W, H A AR AF
o] NO&@F SO, viE o] 747t 1= ATHKim et
al, 2023). Kim et al. (2023)2 A A £ wj&Z <l
EZQl HTAPV3E &8t &=, o=, 49| uiE
F FAE sk E, 7] 2 22 AT A
Zhe A7l dEo] 7Y MAReH, o]F gh=, F
= TO 2 Yeiglth v oo}, 53] lxX=
FAODS] 57} FAI7F F5 o] FH, 90% A1 -7k
A Fojujgl 715 Hol= Gandhi College®t Kanpur
H54 27 Q= el At 1%+= FAOD H+t4kol
O 57H=d viE)] FiidoR o, o] 2 <
T EE, vlol e A4, 7] 0 A old F=,
71’74 3 #do] s Ao E Aztdr.

ofrlote] X gHE F=4E F-7F3lo] FAODS F

T T 10
O
o 15
o [ J
.......... O R [T RS )
9 @ (@] o) -
O Og5 P
L O 45 2
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Fig. 2. The scatter plot of the mean value and the trend of
FAOD.
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138 A4 A7 B2 ARES NS G ofAlo} ol o] 2% Y3} Zdole] 7] FAH B4

Aot Highs vast Aa, AGER T35 2jols
HATHFig. 2). T4 ol= FAOD +t#ke] °F 0.10
o= uwA Ygrow o] F F|27| 228 Issyk-
Kul #3248 A7F —1.3% yr'e] §2u)dk 7h4 34
& YE

FolAlol = FAOD Hgtol 0.10014 0.40 Alo]=
el on, tif-Ee] ASadA 4 FAE RS
t}. £3] 39 Beijing-CAMS, 3+=+2] Hankuk UFS,
QH.o] Fukuoka FZA4o)E oF 7% yr'e] <]
g A FAE 2R Sl e =] sl 7]
Z]91 Socheongcho #ZAE E3HSE Lo e =
7} FA7F VEREA R, 90% A1) 7R f-ejn)
3 FAE YERA 29Ut ol HubH oz FolA
o} A|HolA FAOD7} 43t o2 HAFETh &
3], @& SocheongchoZ A3 6740 A ~1% yr!
AN ~7% yr'2 A, T A A=A F )
ZolA —5% yrt AN —7% yr'®R & Eo g 7H4E)
St} FAOD Hagto]l 92 dEgM T I7AE A<
3 7ol 3% yrlol A —7% yr' & Aol &
A=A

FHolrlol= FAODS] H#akd 417 thE A4
of vl3] W HZE ¥l FAOD HaikS 4
007914 H 0.64%, HUAZS HA X2 HEHS]
NGHIA_DO #=2xolth. 7P & F7F FAI9 4
FH= BT oM oF TFA0lA UETE 187]4
Z 137200 A FAZ, 57200 71 FA7F
E}%EA] 1F, Pontianak, Silpakorn Univ, USM_Penang 371
o] #AZAAMTE Fojm g 7FA FA7F YERstT

Holalol= 0.179014 0.60 Ako]Y] =& FAOD H+
WS Bgow, o) #ZA F TloA F7F AT
et ©]F %9 Gandhi_College®} Kanpur #
Z0M ZHzE 4% yr', 2% yr'e) fom|E shatE
7t FA7T BEE T ofAlote] T E 2P} g
FAOD7} S 7= dolrlote} S FA47F FEl38A]
%2 FEoMr ok 71 I ofFo st FUF &
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